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Today’s college students are tomorrow’s church leaders 
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 He is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Easter 
greetings from Iowa City, where we are celebrating 
the joy of Easter and the nearing of the end of 
another school year.  Even as the Easter season is 
filled with joy, this time of year is also a time of 
anxiety for the students.  Final exams, final papers, 
job interviews, fall housing decisions, and finding 
summer employment are quickly becoming 
priorities.  Please keep the college students in your 
prayers during these next several weeks as all of 
this unfolds.   
 One of the joys of writing a semester newsletter 
column is reflecting on the events of the last few 
months.  One highlight was our annual Theologian 
in Residence weekend.  Each year, a noted 
theologian is invited to St. Paul’s to present on a 
new or controversial topic.  This year, Rev. Jeff 
Khloa of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
challenged the credibility of the Gnostic Gospels.  
The setting for this event is informal, allowing the 
college students to freely ask questions and “mix-it-
up” with the visiting theologian.   
 Another highlight of this semester was the 
formation of a Kenya servant event team.  Martin 
Mwangi-Thuo will be serving as the native guide 
for this event.  Martin is a member of St. Paul’s 
Chapel, a PhD candidate in chemistry at the U of I, 

and a native of Kenya.  
He will travel with the 
servant event team to 
Kenya for two weeks 
in January of 2008. 
The students will be 
living and serving with 
Martin in his home 

village.  Additional information about this event is 
included on the back of this page. 
 If you ever have any questions about St. Paul’s 
please do no hesitate to give me a call or stop by the 
chapel.  My door is always open. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Mons 
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 International Student Ministry continues to 
present its challenges and its joys.  Coming in the 
middle of a school term last November certainly 
presented challenges: I was taking over a program 
whose participants did not know me and I did not 
know them.  How blessed I was to have student 
leaders to make the transition so smooth.  The 
participation of our chapel students is key to the 
outreach we are able to accomplish within the 
international community in Iowa City.  Chapel 
students are active as ISM peer ministers, helping 
to lead conversation classes and organizing social 
gatherings and events.  Chapel students also help by 
leading small conversation groups and serving as 
conversation partners.  Through this service, these 
students are sharing the Good News of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection for all of us.  
 One of the greatest joys of leading an ISM 
program is seeing these young people actively 
living their faith, enthusiastically sharing the 
Gospel, and caring for their neighbors in need.  If 
you have any questions about international student 
ministry, please contact me. I would be delighted to 
visit with you. 
 
In Christ, 
Intern Leonarda 
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Martin Mwangi-Thuo poses with student 
leaders Troy Peperkorn and Rachel Elsey 

Chapel students 
Nicole Dudley 
and Katy Pearce 
relax in the 
student center. 
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 “Awesome!  We are finally going someplace 
warm for winter break!”  That’s was one of the 
initial reactions to the proposed Kenya Servant 
Event trip.  Reality soon set in.  Although Kenya 
does indeed have fantastic weather during January, 
other concerns leapt to the forefront.  As a servant 
event team, the students brainstormed the obstacles 
and potential hazards, formulated plans, and are 
educating themselves on the requirements of 
traveling in Africa.   
 The first—and biggest—obstacle is finances.  
Thanks to the outstanding generosity of Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans, the students were given 
permission to apply any remaining grant monies 
from the Lithuania trip to this event.  In addition, the  
St. Paul’s Chapel Board of Directors approved the 
use of funds in a chapel spring break account.  These 
two donations totaled just under $16,000.  In order 
to completely finance this trip, with the cost of 
airline travel and ground transportation being the 
largest budget items, the students need to raise an 
additional $15,000.  While this may seem 
insurmountable, the team is determined and 
fundraising plans are well underway.   
 If you would like to contribute to the servant 
event trip to Kenya, please send a check payable to 
“St. Paul’s Lutheran Chapel” in the enclosed 
remittance envelope and write “Kenya Trip” on the 
line marked “Other.”  Any monies received will go 
directly to offset the costs of this servant event.   
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“God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our 
true Father and that we are His true children, so 
that with all boldness and confidence we may 
ask Him as dear children ask their dear Father.”   
(Luther’s Small Catechism)  At the chapel, we 
have seen Our Father act powerfully in the lives 
of students and internationals.  Thank you for 
keeping the chapel in your prayers. 
 
· Pray for the college students as the end of the 

year crunch approaches.  Pray for peace 
during this stressful time. 

 
· Pray for the Kenya Servant Team, as they 

continue to plan and prepare.   
 
· Pray for the students who are seeking entry 

into the workforce and for students who are 
needing summer jobs, that each would find 
suitable employment.   

 
· Pray for the students who are engaged and 

approaching marriage.  This is a wonderful 
and exciting time in their lives.  Pray that 
they would use this time to set the foundation 
of their marriage in Christ. 

 
· Pray for our international students.  The 

world, the flesh, and the devil do not want 
them to hear the Gospel or respond to it.  
Pray that the Gospel would penetrate and that 
the Holy Spirit works the Word of Truth in 
them. 

 
· Pray for seniors in high school who are 

attending The University of Iowa this fall, 
that during the summer their faith would 
continue to be strengthened.  Pray for the 
chapel’s outreach efforts, that we may serve 
these future freshman. 
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A number of people who receive chapel family newsletters have asked, “Can I contribute to items other than 
the sanctuary repair fund?”  The answer is, “Of course!”  Enclosed is a new remittance envelope which 
highlights a few of the most active funds at St. Paul’s.  If you would like additional information on any of 
these funds, how the monies are generated and/or how they are expended, please do not hesitate to contact 
Pastor Mons.  The entire chapel community is so grateful for the support and encouragement we receive.  
Thank you for your consideration. 


