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Today’s college students are tomorrow’s church leaders 
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A glance at the calendar and I realize that in a few 
short weeks the season of Advent will once again 
be upon us.  For the rest of Christendom, Advent is 
the time of waiting, of watching and preparing for 
the triumphant return of the Savior.  For college 
students, however, Advent equals final exams, final 
papers, all-night study binges, and large doses of 
Mountain Dew.   Back when I was an undergrad, 
No-Doz was the popular end-of-term survival 
product. It is still as popular today as it was 20 
years ago. 
 

In the midst of the chaos, St. Paul’s offers the 
students times of peace.  During mid-week Advent 
services, we are focusing on the theme, “Come, 
Lord Jesus.”  Jesus came to us as babe in 
Bethlehem.  He comes to us daily in his Word and 
Sacraments.  And at the end of time, he will come 
again in glory.  During the season of Advent and 
finals week, we also offer times of fun and 
fellowship, safe opportunities for the students to 
laugh and enjoy some of the holiday festivities.  
 

Looking back, it’s hard to believe the term is 
drawing to a close.  Autumn has been a busy time 
here at St. Paul’s.  The term began with the highly 
un-competitive softball game and dinner, “Softball 
and Slop.”  There was an ice cream progressive,  a 
chapel camp out, a Reformation Party, a movie 
night, “Dart Day”  (throw a dart at the map of Iowa 
and go there for a day,) and of course, the epic 
battle of the gridiron, Luther Bowl.   Because there 
just aren’t enough words to describe all the hoopla, 
on the back of this newsletter is a photo gallery.   
Enjoy the pictures of all the fall activities. 
 

We are so grateful for the support we receive. We 
are fortunate to be able to watch God act mightily 
in the lives of young people and international 
students.   Please keep our Kenya mission team and 
all of our chapelites in your prayers this holiday 
season.   
 
Peace, 
Pastor Mons 
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“This rocks my socks!”  That’s how one of the 
students headed for Kenya described  the upcoming 
mission trip.  Socks aside, the mission team is 
doing a tremendous job getting funds raised, 
vaccines taken, and donations collected.   
 

Once in Kenya, the mission team, guided by native 
Martin Mwangi-Thuo, (top row, center) will head 
to the village of Nyacaba, about 25 miles north of 
Nairobi.  The team will serve in the village 
elementary school, helping the teacher, delivering 
donated supplies, and teaching Bible lessons to both 
the students and parents.   
 

No trip to Africa is complete without a safari.  Just 
before heading home, the team will visit the Maasai  
Mara Game Reserve for an overnight safari.   
 

If you would like to help the Kenya mission team, 
they would greatly appreciate your support.  
Financial contributions may be returned in the 
enclosed envelope.  Please write “Kenya” on the 
memo line of the check. 
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“ All who call on God in true faith, earnestly from the heart, will certainly be heard.”   -Martin Luther 
At the chapel, we have seen Our Father act powerfully in the lives of students and internationals.  Thank you 
for keeping the chapel in your prayers. 
 

· Pray for the college students as the end of the term approaches.  Pray for peace during this stressful time. 
 

· Pray for the Kenya Servant Team, as they continue to plan and prepare.  Please also pray for them as they 
travel and serve, that God’s holy angels would surround them and protect them. 

 

· Pray for the safety of all our students as they travel home for the holidays. 
 

· Pray for our international students.  Many are  hearing about God’s love for them in Christ for the first 
time.  Pray that the seeds which are sown will take root. 

“Dart Day” found the 
gang in West Branch.  
There was a phone 
booth.  Need we say 
more? 

To survive an  ice 
cream progressive, 

you needed a 
strategy.  The key 

was to pace yourself. 

Reformation Party 2007: 
There is nothing like a 
game of musical chairs 
(set to Luther’s Hymns, 
of course) to bring out 
the competitive side of 
college students. 

“Softball and Slop” 
has become an annual 

chapel tradition. 
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Fall semester has been a busy time for the 
volunteers and international students.  The year 
began with the Welcome picnic.  The feast was 
held at City Park and was a tremendous success.  
Many new faces were in the crowd, and many 
hard-working volunteers helped to meet and 
greet the newcomers.   
 

Fall events included the annual International 
Food festival and a Halloween party.  English 
conversation groups continue to provide the 
backbone of the program, and we are pleased to 
once again offer a TOEFL class to the 
international students and their spouses.  
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Many of you have donated money to help with 
painting and repairing the sanctuary.  Since the 
last newsletter, there is much to report.  In 
August, chapel staff came into work and  found 
much of the bell tower ceiling laying on the 
floor.  Extensive water damage to the bell tower 
roof and to the area where the bell tower meets 
the sanctuary roof were discovered.  This 
unexpected expense was not covered by 
insurance but was paid for by Iowa District East, 
and repairs have been completed.  The resulting 
interior damage to the ceiling will be covered by 
the chapel’s insurance.  This repair work is 
expected to be completed by early 2008.   
 

After the damage has been repaired, then the 
sanctuary will be painted and the floors will be 
refinished.  We are grateful that all repairs are 
moving so quickly.  We hope to have this project 
completed soon.  Thank you for your continued 
support in this endeavor.   

Greatness on the 
gridiron.  The Big Ten 
Network only wishes it 

had the contract to 
cover Luther Bowl VII. 


